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position presented by these disasters. Suffice it
to say, that the intrigues which were set on foot
throughout the whole independent portion of In-
dia, and which led to such important results a
few years afterwards, date their commencement
from this period. In proportion as their exist-
ence became manifest, it was of course more ne-
cessary that we should persevere and conquer the
subsisting difficulties in the hills; for the name
and character of the government and of the British
nation were felt to be committed on the issue*

The Marquess of Hastings never doubted for
an instant of his ultimate success in the cam-
paign ; and notwithstanding the unfavourable as-
pect of things at the commencement of 1815,
there were abundant sources of consolation, and
of a just confidence, to those who looked beyond
the surface. Every check our arms had ex-
perienced was clearly traceable to a want of due
precaution in those who directed the operation,
and this was an error that was sure to be re-
medied as soon as felt. Thus every encounter,
even when unfavourable in its result, brought
more strength in the lessons of prudence it incul-
cated, than was detracted in the physical loss
sustained- The soldiers and sepahees of the Bri-
tish army had, for some time, been unused to
war; but though somewhat open to the influence
of panic from the strangeness of the scene, and